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Act I: The cafe terrace at Chez Francis on the Place de 
l'Alma in Paris. The Alma is in the stately quarter 
of Paris known as Chaillot, between the Champs-
Elysees and the Seine, across the river from the 
Eiffel Tower. 
Act II: The cellar of the Countess' house. 
- There will be one 10-minute intermission -
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Director's Notes 
When Giraudoux wrote The Madwoman of C haillot 
his heart was broken. A diplomat and poet-playwright, he 
was the child of two opposing yet complementary national 
cultures: French and German. Born a Frenchman and 
educated in German aesthetics and philosophy, he spent the 
decade of the 1930's as a diplomat trying to avoid war 
between his dual homelands. He failed, of course, and 
lived to see France occupied by the horrific Nazi war 
machine. 
In 1943, during the occupation, he wrote The 
Madwoman of Chaillot, probably his greatest play. He did 
not live to see it performed. In it he created a world of 
fantasy-reality wherein greed and ambition were examined 
and judged to be the primary enemies of 20th Century 
mankind. 
Giraudoux saw what was happening in the modem 
corporate state. He saw the beauty of life-its simple 
courage and love-being destroyed by a mania for 
regimentation in the service of power and greed. He saw a 
lessening of joy in work and play. He saw the pursuit of 
true happiness being replaced by loyalty to corporation, 
nation and creed. He saw it all, and he responded with a 
grand affirmation of life in the character of the Countess 
Aurelia and her coterie of friends at the Cafe Chez Francis 
in Chaillot. 
Delightfully whimsical yet grand in manner and 
powerfully committed to life, the Countess and her three 
charmingly "mad" friends, with the help of the spell-
binding Ragpicker, conduct a "trial" of the evil forces in 
the world. Found guilty of greed, they are condemned 
and, in one of theatre's most effective expressionistic 
scenes, are led to their deaths by the very greed that 
defined their lives. 
As the play ends Aurelia says: "They were wicked 
and wickedness evaporates." Girandoux was too much of a 
realist to believe in the literal truth of Aurelia's solution, 
but he was enough of a poet to understand its deeper truth: 
the world (our world) can be made safe from the force of 
evil within each of us only by a commitment to life, to love 
and to justice. When those forces are strong within the 
individual, evil does indeed evaporate, and human life is 
put back in its true relationship to the power. For 
humanity is the intended master of greed and economic 
political or military power; not their servant. 
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